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paid to a divine seclusion, have from the earliest clays doomed an absolute ruler to political nonentity. The modern ruler in the West is, it must at once be stated, an entirely new type; not a pale survival or an uneasy anachronism. Let any student compare the character, the aims, and the competence of monarchs to-day with the same points in any favourite era of Absolutism, say from 1700 to 1790. Under our very eyes, Turkey, Persia, and China have followed the example set by Japan in freeing themselves from unmeaning forms. A 6 despotic ' system in each case has fallen, at the first blow; for nothing is more facile than the abrupt transition from one form of government to the other. This is not, and cannot be, the case with us in Europe. Monarchy has found new outlets for its energy, and new functions. Otherwise it would be hard to account for the sense of heavy burden, of the value of character and discipline, which is felt by the wearers of crowns who are training their heirs for a difficult and still useful task.
At least one ideal has been discredited: the constitu-tional ruler cannot be an amiable absentee like Pedro of
Brazil.    Whether he acts with vigour or under ministerial (because
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everything, to weigh everything, and to desire nothing, which, in his conscience, he cannot approve. It is quite idle to deny that they are stern critics of the deportment, the business, the pleasures, the friends of a reigning sovereign. Much they will pardon and overlook. But they will never excuse cowardice, sloth, or indecision. The more partizan and sectional government becomes, the more the people expect a lead and a safeguard in the highest quarter. It has been said with truth that ' no strong government has ever had to face a revolution.' The people have rarely ejected a strong man or resented ggff MB heavy hand. Had the bluff and unscrupulous Ferdi- honest
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